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April 1 2025

Kari Lake, Advisor to U.S. Agency for Global Media
U.S Agency for Global Media

Wilbur J. Cohen Federal Building

Washington, D.C.

United States

Cc'd:

President Donald Trump

Secretary of State Marco Rubio
House Foreign Affairs Committee
House Appropriations Committee
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Senate Appropriations Committee

Dear Ms. Lake:

On behalf of 146 Tibet Groups, we write to you urgently regarding the closure of Radio Free Asia
(RFA) and the administrative leave of Voice of America (VOA) staff. Both VOA Tibetan service
and Radio Free Asia Tibetan service represent a lifeline for the people of Tibet, who live in an
information black hole under the iron grip of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). VOA and RFA
are among the only sources of free and independent information for Tibetans inside Tibet, as well
as for Uyghurs, Hongkongers, and others living under repression. We respectfully urge you to
take immediate action to restore full Tibetan language programming and broadcasting at VOA
and RFA.

The VOA and RFA broadcasts counter China’s propaganda, distortion, and misinformation about
America. At the same time, disinformation and manipulation of information coming from China
are a significant risk to the national security of the United States. The Tibetan people are on the
front lines in the battle against the CCP’s brutal oppression and regional hegemonic agenda.
China’s disinformation and manipulation of information have and remain one of its most potent
tools. Since the Cold War, factual information has been key in sustaining resistance and building
hope within closed countries.

Discontinuation of these services plays into China’s hands and threatens to weaken America by
eroding a successful investment that is checking China’s malign influence and helping block its

ambitions throughout the world, particularly in the Indo-Pacific region, putting the United States'
national security at risk, including its economic and diplomatic interests.

For Tibetans living under the CCP’s repressive rule and relentless indoctrination attempts,
access to information is a matter of survival. Tibet remains one of the most tightly controlled
regions in the world, where the CCP imposes severe censorship both online and offline, and



criminalizes all attempts to access alternative or independent media not controlled by the CCP.
VOA and RFA Tibetan broadcasts provide rare and irreplaceable access to information from the
outside world, countering Beijing’s monopolization of ‘news’ and barrage of disinformation.

Tibetans turn on their transistor radios or open their smartphones to regularly tune in to VOA and
RFA for news of what is happening in Tibet, in the USA, and China. They listen with a particular
thirst for news concerning the Dalai Lama, the Tibetan government in exile, the Tibetan Freedom
Movement, and the American people, whom they view as reliable allies in the fight for freedom,
and with whom they share values of liberty, justice and democracy.

VOA and RFA Tibetan services broadcast inspiring stories about America in the Tibetan
language, whose major dialects are spoken and understood across the length and breadth of the
vast geographical area of Tibet. The broadcast language also has a secondary audience that
covers the southern face of the Himalayan range; in India, Nepal, and Bhutan; in Tibetan
Buddhist cultural enclaves such as Ladakh, Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh, Spiti, Mustang, Dolpo,
Sikkim, Darjeeling-Kalimpong, Arunachal Pradesh, amongst others. A secondary international
audience includes Buddhists in Mongolia, Inner Mongolia, Taiwan, and the Republics of Tuva,
Buryatia and Kalymkia within the Russian Federation that share the Tibetan Buddhist traditions.

Considering both America’s strategic interests in the region and the aspirations of millions of
Tibetans to live in freedom, we respectfully urge you to take immediate action to fully fund

Tibetan language programming and broadcasting at VOA and RFA.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Mandie McKeown, Executive Director, International Tibet Network

T, +44 (0)7748158618 E: mandie@ftibetnetwork.org W: TibetNetwork.org

On behalf of the following 146 global Tibet organisations:

Aide aux Refugies Tibetains

Alaskans for Tibet

Amigos de Tibet, Colombia

Amigos de Tibet, La Unién Chile

Amigos del Tibet, El Salvador

Amigos del Tibet, Santiago de Chile
Anterrashtriya Bharat - Tibbet Sahyog Samiti
Asociacion Cultural Peruano Tibetana
Asociacion Cultural Tibetano Costarricense
Association Cognizance Tibet, North Carolina
Association Drome Ardéche-Tibet
Associazione ltalia-Tibet

Australia Tibet Council

Balijara Foundation - Maharashtra

Bay Area Friends of Tibet

Bharat Tibbat Sahyog Manch

Bharat Tibbat Samanvay Sangh

Bharat Tibet Sangh - India

Bharat Tibet Sangh - Jammu

Phagma Drolma-Arya Tara
RangZen:Movimento Tibete Livre, Brasil
RBA Réseau Bouddhisme et Action, France
Roof of the World Foundation, Indonesia
RTYC Minnesota

Sakya Trinley Ling

Santa Barbara Friends of Tibet

Save Tibet, Austria

Sierra Friends of Tibet

Students for a Free Tibet

Students for a Free Tibet - Austria
Students for a Free Tibet - Belgium
Students for a Free Tibet - Taiwan
Students for a Free Tibet — Canada
Students for a Free Tibet — France
Students for a Free Tibet — India
Students for a Free Tibet — Japan
Students for a Free Tibet — UK

Swedish Tibet Committee
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Bharrat Tibbat Samvad Manch, India

Boston Tibet Network

Briancon05 Urgence Tibet

CADAL

Canada Tibet Committee

Casa del Tibet — Spain

Casa Tibet México

Centro Cultural Columbo Tibetano

Centro De Cultura Tibetana, Brazil

Centro para la Apertura y el Desarrollo de América Latina
Circle of Friends (Philippines)

Comite de Apoyo al Tibet (CAT)

Committee of 100 for Tibet

Core Group for Tibetan Cause, India

Czechs Support Tibet

Dream for Children, Japan

EcoTibet Ireland

Finnish Tibet Committee

Foundation for Universal Responsibility of H. H. the Dalai
Lama

France-Tibet

Free Indo-Pacific Alliance

Free Tibet

Free Tibet Fukuoka

Friends of Tibet Costa Rica

Friends of Tibet in Bulgaria

Friends of Tibet in Finland

Friends of Tibet New Zealand

Ganasamannay Kolkata

Global Alliance for Tibet & Persecuted Minorities
Grupo de Apoio ao Tibete, Portugal

Himalayan Committee for Action on Tibet - Kinnaur
Human Rights Network for Tibet & Taiwan

India Tibet Friendship Society

India Tibet Friendship Society

India Tibet Friendship Society - Bihar

India Tibet Friendship Society - Dashthrathpuni
India Tibet Friendship Society - Delhi

India Tibet Friendship Society - Muzaffarpur
International Campaign for Tibet

International Tibet Independence Movement
Israeli Friends of the Tibetan People

Jal Kalyan Seva Samiti, Rajasthan

Japan Association of Monks for Tibet (Super Sangha)
Latvia for Tibet

Le Club Francais, Paraguay

Les Amis du Tibet Luxembourg

Liberté au Tibet (Colmar, France)

Lions Des Neiges Mont Blanc, France

LUNGTA — Actief voor Tibet

Maison des Himalayas

Maison du Tibet — Tibet Info

National Campaign for Free Tibet Support, India
National Democratic Party of Tibet

Objectif Tibet

Passeport Tibetain

Swiss Tibetan Friendship Association (GSTF)
Taiwan Friends of Tibet

Tashi Delek Bordeaux

The Global Alliance for Tibet & Persecuted
Minorities

The Norwegian Tibet Committee

The Youth Liberation Front of Tibet, Mongolia and
Turkestan

Tibet Action Group of Western Australia
Tibet Action Institute

Tibet cesky (Tibet in Czech)

Tibet Committee of Fairbanks

Tibet Friendship and Cooperation Society
Tibet Group, Panama

Tibet Initiative Deutschland

Tibet Justice Center

Tibet Lives, India

Tibet Patria Libre, Uruguay

Tibet Rescue Initiative in Africa

Tibet Society of South Africa

Tibet Solidarity

Tibet Support Association Hungary

Tibet Support Committee Denmark

Tibet Support Group — Netherlands

Tibet Support Group Adelaide - Australia
Tibet Support Group Ireland

Tibet Support Group Kenya

Tibet Support Group Kiku, Japan

Tibet Support Group, Costa Rica

Tibetan Association of Germany

Tibetan Association of Ithaca

Tibetan Association of Northern California
Tibetan Association of Philadelphia
Tibetan Community Austria

Tibetan Community in Australia (Queensland)
Tibetan Community in Britain

Tibetan Community in Denmark

Tibetan Community in France

Tibetan Community in Ireland

Tibetan Community in Japan

Tibetan Community of Australia (Victoria)
Tibetan Community of Italy

Tibetan Community Sweden

Tibetan Cultural Association — Quebec
Tibetan Programme of The Other Space
Foundation

Tibetan Women's Association

Tibetan Youth Association in Europe
Tibetans of Mixed Heritage

Tibetisches Zentrum Hamburg
TIBETmichigan

TSG — Slovenia

U.S. Tibet Committee

V-TAG - United Kingdom

Voces de Tibet, México

World League for Freedom and Democracy

www.TibetNetwork.org




